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IMPORTANCE OF SAFETY

Over the years, student safety at interschool events has become more and more important and it has gained more and more acceptance. The DAV has set down a number of student safety procedures. These procedures are not simply practical initiatives. They are a fundamental change to the way the DAV interacts with schools, teachers, parents and students – particularly at regional nights – and so we need everyone’s cooperation.

REGIONAL NIGHTS

At DAV regional nights, Regional Coordinators wear nametags, and a there will be signage that identifies the Regional Coordinator’s desk.  Regional Coordinators are informed of emergency management procedures both in general, and specifically for the host school.

YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES

We have clarified the responsibilities of the Regional Coordinator, Host School Coordinator, and Visiting School Coordinator (VSC).  These are made clear to Regional Coordinators and host schools.

VSCs are the Debating Coordinators from schools visiting the Host School to debate.

The VSC is the person responsible for the health and behaviour of the students from their school.  In an emergency, the VSC will be the person to make decisions about medical treatment, or in case of an evacuation the VSC will be responsible to account for students from their school when everyone assembles at the emergency meeting place.

There are four key requirements –

1. VSCs should read and send out the attached letters to Students and Parents.

2. VSCs should obtain consent forms and emergency medical information for all students who will be attending debating nights in 2007.  Debating nights should be treated just like any official excursion.

3. Adult supervision will be required at debating nights for the time that students from your school are onsite, usually 6PM to 9PM.

4. The Debating Coordinator, or another teacher or approved parent must sign in as the Visiting      School Coordinator, with the Regional Coordinator at the beginning of the night.  Signing in makes sure we know in advance whom to contact in case of an emergency. When you sign in, you will be required to give the Regional Coordinator a list of the students who will be attending the night. A student attendance form is included with this letter, which you should copy and fill in to give to the Regional Coordinator at each debating night. To stress the importance of having VSCs sign in and provide a student attendance form at each regional night, the DAV Executive may impose fines (similar to those for forfeiting debates) on any school that does not fulfil this requirement.
Letter to Students

From:
The Debaters Association of Victoria
Dear student,

We’re very pleased that you are interested in debating this year.  Debating is the fast track to developing your confidence as a public speaker, improving your skills in English, and learning how to ‘think on your feet’.  There are a few important things to raise before the start of the competition.

Consent Forms & Medical Information

Your teacher should give you a consent form and medical information form along with this letter.  It’s your job to ensure that your parent or guardian completes these, and then to return them to your teacher.  These are for your safety in the event of an emergency at a debating night, and your safety is very important!  Please return them as soon as possible.

Asthma

A number of debaters suffer from asthma.  For safety and peace of mind, please make sure you bring your medication to each night you debate or see a debate, and ensure that your teachers and friends know the basic details of your asthma management plan.  If you do not have an asthma management plan, Asthma Victoria (www.asthma.org.au) recommends visiting your family doctor as soon as possible to arrange one.  We will call an ambulance immediately if a student is suffering breathing difficulties, so if this is possible in your case, you might like to read about Ambulance Membership at www.ambulance.vic.gov.au.

Dates & Times 

Date lists, draws, and times for debates are available on our website (draws, topics, and debate times will be available from 23 February). Make sure you arrive on time for every debate. Debates will either be at 7 pm or 8 pm – ensure you arrive at the debate room 15 minutes before the scheduled start time. Secret and advised topics also require that you arrive one hour before the scheduled starting time (to receive the topic and prepare for the debate) – please check the website carefully if you have a secret or advised topic.

Online Resources

A Resource Guide will be published at www.dav.com.au - it will contain advice on preparing for each topic, and will provide links to helpful research tools.

Best of luck for your debates this year!

Tim Jeffrie

Schools Administrator


Letter to Parents

From:
The Debaters Association of Victoria
Greetings!

We’d like to take this opportunity to welcome your family’s involvement in the DAV Schools Competition, and to explain how the program works.  Student safety is very important to the DAV, so please read carefully to find out how you can help ensure the safety of all participants. 

Debating is enormously useful training for success in school subjects, particularly in the VCE.  Debaters learn how to ‘think on their feet’ – to organise their thoughts and present a coherent, structured argument with little preparation time – skills that make exams easy.  It encourages awareness of current affairs and Australia’s political and legal systems, and it helps students learn to think critically about the ways opinions are shaped by the media, politicians and advertisers.

Adult representatives from each school will be onsite at host schools between 6 pm and 9 pm.  They will usually be a teacher, or an authorised parent.  In the event of an emergency, this person will be responsible for the students from his or her school.  It is therefore important that you sign the parental consent form for your student to participate, and make sure your school has up-to-date medical information about your child.  Children who suffer from asthma should bring their medication and make sure their teacher can assist them to take it if necessary. 

Students will be required to attend debates in each round, beginning at 7 pm or 8 pm, according to the competition draw which will published on our website (www.dav.com.au). Senior students will also be involved in secret topic debates: the topic will be released one hour before the scheduled debate time, and the debaters will prepare in private without the help of teachers of parents.

It’s best if students arrive and leave as punctually as possible.  If you will be driving your child to or from the host school, please time your trips to correspond with the start and finish times of the debate, give or take ten minutes.  

Parents are most welcome on the night, but a few considerations apply.  If you are an audience member, please show respect for both teams, the adjudicator, and other audience members.  Audience participation must follow the Code of Conduct, and complaints about breaches of the Code can result in teams or schools being suspended from the competition.  

Common complaints about audience members include overt hostility towards opponents, mobile phones interrupting and whispering or signaling during the debate.  It’s important to remember that debaters are school students and depend upon adults to set a mature example. Incidents affecting student safety or breaching the Code of Conduct are very rare, but we would still rather take every possible step to ensure student safety and satisfaction.  

We hope that your student will enjoy and benefit from debating in this year’s Schools Competition, and we appreciate the support and enthusiasm of parents of debaters everywhere.  If you have any questions, please contact your school Debating Coordinator, or visit www.dav.com.au.

Tim Jeffrie

Schools Administrator
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